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>> SIGHTS

>> FOOD & DRINK

>> SHOPPING

>> FUN THINGS TO DO

La Rotonde
Bassin de la Vilette
Bar Ourcq
Parc des Buttes-Chaumont
Rosa Bonheur
L’Embellie
L'Épicerie du 4
Studio de l'Ermitage
La Bellevilloise
Cimetière du Père-Lachaise
Moncoeur Belleville
Parc de Belleville
Ateliers d’Artistes de Belleville
Le Baratin
Mukura
Place Sainte-Marthe
Le Petit Cambodge
Canal Saint-Martin
Le Comptoir Général
La Chambre aux Oiseaux
Antoine & Lili
Rue de Marseille
Helmut Newcake
Le Chateaubriand
Africouleur
Au Nouveau Nez
L’Auto école
Made by Moi
L’Imagigraphe
Café Charbon
Musée Edith Piaf
Le Perchoir
Le Gossima

ROUTE
belleville, canal saint-martin
& ménilmontant
ABOUT THE ROUTE

This route takes you through working-class neighborhoods and artsy areas. Along the way you
can stop for lunch, hang out in a park or mingle among the locals for a picnic by the water. The
Bassin de la Villette and Canal Saint-Martin are especially fun in the afternoon. You can easily
do this walk either forward or backward. There are very few famous sights or attractions along
the route aside from the Père-Lachaise cemetery, which you can also go to directly by metro.

ALL DISTRICTS

The working-class neighborhoods Belleville, Canal Saint-Martin and Ménilmontant are located
in the 10th and 19th arrondissements on the Right Bank. In recent years more and more hip
spots have been popping up near the Canal Saint-Martin and Bassin de la Villette, from
second-hand shops and hotels to great restaurants and cultural hot spots. Just relaxing along
the water – walking, biking and picnicking – in and of itself is a good time.
The landscaping in Parc des Buttes-Chaumont is one of a kind. From the highest point of the
buttes (hills) you can look out over Sacré-Coeur and the blue-collar Belleville neighborhood,
where Edith Piaf grew up. You can still get a taste of the Paris of yesteryear in this
neighborhood.
In the middle of Belleville is a small, little-known park called Parc de Belleville. The view from
the top of the park is amazing. Walking up the hill in this park is exponentially better than
spending hours in line for the Eiffel Tower – of which you actually get a good view from here.
Small streets near the park are full of unique shops, including pop-up stores where young
designers sell their products. These temporary stores are definitely worth a visit. One thing to
note about the area is that it doesn’t really come to life until after lunch.
Over the years the southern part of Belleville has taken on a very multi-cultural dimension. The
streetscape of the main roads is defined by Chinese restaurants, exotic grocery stores, street
vendors and colorful markets. Next to the Belleville neighborhood is Ménilmontant. The main
attraction in Ménilmontant is the famous Père-Lachaise cemetery. This neighborhood has
recently picked up but has not lost any of its original character. Unique stores are interspersed
among cafés and bars that are especially popular among the young crowd. Rue d’Oberkampf
is a particularly lively spot.

NOT MUCH TIME

Canal Saint-Martin + Bassin de la Villette + Parc des Buttes-Chaumont + Parc de
Belleville + Cimetière de Père-Lachaise

ROUTE DIRECTIONS (ca. 12.10 km)
From Metro Jaurès, walk toward the Bassin de la Villette 1

Édith Piaf 31 and a rooftop terrace 32 . Then end the day at a popular café 33 .

2 . Walk along the water and

play a game of petanque 3 . Turn right on Rue E. Dehaynin, walk through the park 4 , then
exit near metro station Botzatris 5 . Turn down Rue de la Villette. Here are some nice stores
6

7 . Continue on and the street turns into Rue Dumay. Turn left on Rue des Pyrénées and

then right on Rue de l’Ermitage 8 . If you don’t want to go to the Père-Lachaise cemetery,
then turn right on Rue de Ménilmontant and take another right on Rue de la Mare to continue
the walk. Otherwise, keep going straight down Rue Boyer for some entertainment 9 .
Continue straight on Rue de la Bidassoa and then Rue des Rondeux toward Père-Lachaise 10 .
Stroll past the famous graves, then exit near the Père-Lachaise metro. Walk a small stretch
down Boulevard de Ménilmontant. Take a right on Passage Monplaisir and then Rue des
Panoyaux and Rue Delaitre to the Ménilmontant church, Église Notre-Dame de la Croix. After
the church go left on Rue de la Mare, take another left on Rue des Couronnes and walk
through Passage Plantin up to the park 11 12 . It’s somewhat of a climb, but this is the best
view of the city. Head back down via Rue des Couronnes and check out an exhibit 13 . Walk to
Rue Ramponeau and turn right. Then turn left down Rue Jouye-Rouve. Stop for lunch at Le
Baratin 14 . Dogleg slightly to the right and continue on Rue Rébéval, where there are some
nice restaurants for dinner 15 . Keep going on this street until Boulevard de la Villette. Cross
the street and go a short distance to the right, then head down Rue de Sambre-et-Meuse and
turn left on Rue St.-Marthe 16 . Turn left on Avenue Claude Vellefaux, and then right on Rue
Alibert 17 toward the Canal St.-Martin 18 . Visit the trendy Comptoir Général 19 . Take a right
and then a left on Rue Bichat for lunch or tea 20 . Walk back to the canal and cross the iron
bridge 21 . Make a left and stop along the way for some shopping 22 . Cross over the canal
again, take Rue Alibert back and make a right on Rue Bichat 23 . Continue straight and head
toward metro Goncourt, then turn on to Avenue Parmentier. Here is a good restaurant to
remember for dinner 24 . Turn left on Rue Jean-Pierre Timbaud, then right on Rue Saint-Maur
for some nice shops 25 26 27 28 29 . Walk down the busy Rue Oberkampf, where there are
plenty of good spots for a bite or a drink 30 . Turn right on Rue Crespin du Gast for the Musée
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1 LA ROTONDE - FOOD & DRINK

La Rotonde is a great location with something for everyone: a restaurant – which also serves
brunch, an enormous terrace and a small bar with music on the weekends. Here they
regularly organize a variety of activities, such as flea markets or fashion brunches. See the
website for the most up-to-date program.
6-8 place de la bataille de stalingrad, 19th arr., www.larotonde.com, ++++()-, tues-sat 9ammidnight, sun noon-8pm, €18, metro jaurès/stalingrad
2 BASSIN DE LA VILETTE - FUN THINGS TO DO

At the end of a good day, Bassin de la Villette is a nice place to walk along the water, stop,
sit awhile, have a picnic or play a game of boules. Groups of friends gather here for picnics
and drinks. On both sides of the water there are even theaters where you can catch a movie.
Buy a ticket on the opposite side of the water from where your film is showing, and cross to
the other side by boat.
quai de la loire, ++++()-, metro jaurès/stalingrad
3 BAR OURCQ - FOOD & DRINK

Borrow some chaises longues and petanque balls at the alternative Bar Ourq, then order your
drinks at the bar and head right over to the water. Thanks to the DJ music and yummy snacks,
like pigs in a blanket or homemade cake, it is easy to spend an entire evening hanging out
here.
68 quai de la loire, 19th arr., barourcq.free.fr, ++++()-, wed-thurs 3pm-midnight, fri-sat
3pm-2am, sun 3pm-10pm, €3, metro jaurès/laumière
4 PARC DES BUTTES-CHAUMONT - FUN THINGS TO DO

Buttes-Chaumont was once a place of marshy land and chalky soil. In 1864, Napoleon III
commissioned the urban architect Haussmann to take control of this no man’s land and, in
1867, the Parc des Buttes-Chaumont was opened. The park is a wonderful landscape of
trees, shrubs, stairs, caves and a big lake. In the lake there is a large rock with a replica of the
Temple de Sybille on top, the original of which is in Tivoli. Go up the paths and stairs to the
temple and you’ll be rewarded with a surprising view of the Sacré-Coeur.
rue manin, rue botzaris, avenue simon-bolivar, 19th arr., butteschaumont.free.fr, ++++()-,
open daily: may-sept 7am-10pm, oct-april 7am-8pm, free entrance, metro butteschaumont/botzaris
5 ROSA BONHEUR - FOOD & DRINK

A drink at the former pavilion that is now Rosa Bonheur is indeed true bonheur (happiness).
On summer days, the terrace is a great place to sit and enjoy a bottle of house wine and a
selection of tapas you get yourself at the bar inside. From Thursday to Sunday, starting at 6:00
pm, there is a guinguette, which involves drinks, tapas and dancing to DJ music. The
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atmosphere is very laid-back, and you sit at long wooden tables that are conducive to making
small talk with those around you.
2 avenue des cascades, 19th arr., www.rosabonheur.fr, ++++()-, wed-sun noon-midnight,
tapas €7, metro botzaris/buttes-chaumont
6 L’EMBELLIE - SHOPPING

11:30am & 2pm), entrance €10-20, jazz brunch €29, metro ménilmontant/jourdain/gambetta

PRINT THIS PDF AND MAKE
YOUR OWN TRAVEL GUIDE

Anyone looking for unique design items must definitely stop in at L’Embellie. Ceramics,
lamps, things for the office and bags are just a few of the items from the store’s full
collection. You can be sure that whatever products you come across here, you won’t find just

credits
This book has been put together with
the greatest care. mo’media bv is not
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might appear in the text. Comments
and/or suggestions can be sent to
mo’media, P.O. Box 359, 3000 AJ
Rotterdam, info@momedia.nl,
www.timetomomo.com.

anywhere else. The street is full of pop-up stores that sell local design items. Be sure to stop
in and check some of them out.
14 rue de la villette, 19th arr., www.lembellie-design.fr, ++++()-, tues-sat 11am-2pm &
4pm-8pm, very occasionally on sunday 11am-1pm, metro jourdain

LOCAL

Roosje Nieman

7 L'ÉPICERIE DU 4 - SHOPPING

Photography

Shopping at L’Épicerie du 4 is pure joy. This is a great place to come for nice gifts, such as

Vincent van den

specialty coffee or gourmet snacks. Pick up a cake mix to make your own cake d’amour at

Hoogen,
Marjon Hoogervorst,
Duncan de Fey

home, or opt for the delectable dessert riz au lait à la rose d’amour, which is one of the shop’s
specialties. The Cocotte Paris kitchen towels and placemats are also one-of-a-kind souvenirs.
4 rue de la villette, 19th arr., lepiceriedu4.fr, ++++()-, tues-sat 11am-1:30pm & 3:30pm-7pm,
metro laumière
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8 STUDIO DE L'ERMITAGE - FUN THINGS TO DO
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Near the beautiful street Villa de l’Ermitage is the Studio de l’Ermitage: a concert hall,
cinema and theater. Visit their website and see what the program is – it’s definitely worth it.
Villa l’Ermitage is like a bit of countryside in the middle of Paris. This is nice to walk around,
take photos of the colorfully shuttered houses and admire the artistic graffiti. Who knows, you
might even see an artist busy at work.

LOCAL

8 rue de l’ermitage, 20th arr., www.studio-ermitage.com, ++++()-, open daily 8:30pm-2am,
entrance €8-15, metro ménilmontant/jourdain/gambetta

NAME

ROOSJE NIEMAN

9 LA BELLEVILLOISE - FUN THINGS TO DO

The Sunday jazz brunch at La Bellevilloise always draws a crowd. Enjoy a buffet of sweet and
savory French fare under the olive trees in the Halle aux Oliviers, and be sure to check out the
program beforehand so you’re up to date on what’s going on in this culture center. Exhibits,
dance, concerts, clubs – anything is possible. The clientele at La Bellevilloise is hip and
alternative. Next door, La Maroquinerie (at 23 Rue Boyer) is a similar sort of venue, with
cultural events and a restaurant where you can head for an enjoyable evening.
19-21 rue boyer, 19th arr., www.labellevilloise.com, ++++()-, wed-thurs 7pm-1am, fri

Parijs, nog altijd de mooiste stad ter wereld! Vindt althans
Irene, die er in 2007 naartoe kwam. Ze werkt als gids en
leidt toeristen door Parijs en de rest van Frankrijk. Musea en
monumenten als werkplek, pure luxe. Ze woont in het hippe
11e, gaat in haar vrije tijd het liefst naar een park voor een
picknick of drinkt een glas in een goed café.

7pm-2am, sat 11am-2am or 6pm-2am (depends on program), sun 11:30am-5pm (brunch
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