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INTRODUCTION

If you’re into art or have a creative mind, then Zuid and the Fashion District are 
just the place for you! This route takes you past several museums, such as the 
FOMU, the Museum of Contemporary Art Antwerp, the Royal Museum of 

Fine Arts Antwerp, DIVA and Snijders&Rockox House: an interesting mix of 
contemporary museums and the history of Antwerp. It’s also a great opportunity 
to see many of the city’s (artistic) sights. The bootscraper on Aalmoezenierstraat 
is a hidden gem right next to the front door. If you want to turn your walk into a 
real art tour, visit one of the many galleries that are based here. Head to Nieuw 
Zuid to visit Tim Van Laere and Gallery Sofie Van de Velde, who represent a 
selection of outstanding national and international artists. Galerie De Zwarte 

Panter also always has something exciting in store for visitors.

The shops on this route sell some exciting brands. Think Twice, F.A.A.M and 
Studio Collect all are wonderful stores to browse for art, vintage clothes, 
sustainable fashion, Antwerp design and timeless jewellery. Antwerp is a fashion 
capital as you’ll discover on this walk, which includes the shops of several 
Antwerp designers. Are you looking for a more original addition to your interior? 
Head to the cool antiques shops on Kloosterstraat and Steen & Been where 
you can find all kinds of petrified natural objects. 

This route also has plenty of culinary delights in store for you. On this walk, 
you'll run into some of the most authentic bars in Antwerp, like Café Hopper 
where you can enjoy live music, or modern and sometimes even completely 
vegan places like Marvin. Antwerp, where creative minds feel at home.
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ATTRACTIONS
1  Museum De Reede
2  DIVA
7  Snijders&Rockox House

14  MoMu
17  Bootscraper
22  Huis Van Roosmalen
28  Het Bootje
29  Royal Museum of Fine 

Arts Antwerp
33  Museum of 

Contemporary Art
34  FOMU

FOOD & DRINK
3  Den Engel

6  Normo Coffee
11  Marvin
18  Kaffeenini
19  St. Simonne
23  Staff’s Kantine
27  Marnixplaats
30  Café Hopper
31  Bar Burbure
32  Tinsel
37  Gelato Factory
38  Butchers Coffee

SHOPPING
4  Panoply Books & 

Records
10  Studio Collect

12  Het Modepaleis
13  Morrison
15  F.A.A.M.
16  Think Twice
20  The Recollection
21  Antiques shops
24  Ann Demeulemeester
25  Steen en Been
26  Enes

FUN THINGS TO DO
5  Wolstraat / WM Gallery
8  Hoogstraat
9  Galerie De Zwarte Panter
35  Gallery Sofie Van de Velde
36  Tim Van Laere Gallery
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ITINERARY (approx. 7,2 km)

Start your walk near Het Steen at Museum De Reede 1 . Turn left onto 
Suikerrui to get to DIVA 2 . Cross Suikerrui to get to Grote Markt, where you will 
find café Den Engel 3 . Turn left onto Wisselstraat, then take the next street on 
your right. Walk down authentic Oude Beurs to get to Panoply Books & 
Records 4  in Wolstraat 5 , where you can also find various galleries, including 
the WM Gallery. Stop for a coffee at Normo on your left in Minderbroedersrui 
6 . Walk back and turn left onto Keizerstraat for a bit of Antwerp history 7 . 

Walk back to Minderbroedersrui and turn left. Turn right, and left immediately: 
you are now in lovely Hendrik Conscienceplein. Walk down Wijngaardstraat to 
get to Korte Koepoortstraat, where you take the first street on your left. Walk 
past the Cathedral to bustling Hoogstraat 8  where you will find Galerie De 
Zwarte Panter 9 . Turn left onto Steenhouwersvest to shop for some Antwerp 
jewellery 10 . Lunch bar Marvin can be found to your left in Vrijdagmarkt 11 . 
Walk towards Nationalestraat. This is Antwerp’s fashion district. The first shop 
you’ll see is Het Modepaleis 12 . Next up, some trendy woollen jumpers 13 , the 
MoMu 14  and two fun clothes shops 15  16 . Turn left onto Aalmoezenierstraat to 
spot a miniature artwork in a bootscraper 17 . Walk back and stop at Kaffeenini 18  
or turn right onto Lange Vlierstraat and mix with the locals at café St. Simonne 
19 . Turn right for a home deco shop 20  or left if you want to visit the many 
antiques shops 21  in Kloosterstraat. En route, you can see an architectural gem 
22  by bOb Van Reeth. Turn left onto Scheldestraat and right onto Graaf van 
Egmontstraat in 23 . On the corner of Leopold de Waelplaats, you'll spot the 
shop window of Ann Demeulemeester 24 . Continue your shopping spree in 
Volkstraat 25  26 . Take the first street on your right to get to bustling 
Marnixplaats 27 . Walk down Zwijgerstraat to get to Schildersstraat. You'll see 
Het Bootje 28  on your left. Turn back and walk past the Royal Museum of Fine 
Arts Antwerp 29 . If you’re into live music, Café Hopper 30  on the left is the place 
to be. Walk down De Burburestraat and stop for cocktails at Bar Burbure 31  or 
pancakes at Tinsel 32 . Or cross the square for some art and culture at the 
Museum of Contemporary Art Antwerp 33  and the FOMU 34 . Art lovers would 
do well to also visit the galleries in Nieuw Zuid: Sofie Van de Velde 35  and Tim 
Van Laere 36 . Treat yourself to an ice-cream 37  or a delicious cup of coffee 38  at 
the end of your walk. 
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1  The lovely little Museum De Reede has a stunning collection of graphic art 
including drawings, lithos, watercolours, woodcuts and engravings. Here you can 
see work by such famous artists as Munch, Rops and Goya. 
ernest van dijckkaai 7, museum-dereede.com, phone 034340304, open Mon & Fri-Sun 

11 am-5 pm, admission € 15, tram 3, 4, 5, 9, 15 groenplaats

2  DIVA, the result of the merger of the former Diamond and Silver Museums, 
is an interactive museum where you can discover all aspects of silver and 
goldsmithing, jewellery and – you’re in Antwerp after all – diamonds! One thing 
is certain: if you’re into bling, this is the museum for you.
suikerrui 17-19, www.divaantwerp.be, phone 033605253, open Mon-Tue & Thu-Sun 

10 am-6 pm, admission € 12, tram 3, 4, 5, 9, 15 groenplaats

3  Take our word for it: the world converges at Den Engel where politicians and 
garbage collectors, students and tourists mix. Why? Because everyone knows 
that they serve the best, typical Antwerp ‘Bolleke van ’t Stad’ here. What’s more, 
there’s always someone you can talk to. If you visit one pub in Antwerp, let it be 
this one.
grote markt 3, phone 032331252, open Mon-Fri 9 am-1 am, Sat-Sun 9 am-3 am, price 

of a drink € 2, tram 3, 4, 5, 9, 15 groenplaats

4  At Panoply Books & Records, music lovers will find the hidden gems that 
they have been looking for all these years. Panoply buys and sells small and 
large collections of second-hand books, vinyl, singles, CDs, DVDs, blu-rays, 
cassettes, comic books, audio players and more. Browse their collection for 
some great cover art or to find the favourite albums of your teen years.
wolstraat 1, www.panoplybooksrecords.be, phone 032330660, open Mon-Sat 11 

am-6 pm, Sun 1 pm-6 pm, tram 7 keizerstraat, 11 sint-katelijne

5  Wolstraat is a special street, with a distinctly creative vibe, where antiques 
dealers can be found alongside art galleries. Visit WM Gallery – which was 
founded by leading antiques dealer Patrick Declerck – who exhibits the work of 
renowned artists in this intimate location.
wolstraat 45, www.wmgallery.be, phone 0475251402, open Thu-Sun 1 pm-6 pm, 

tram 7 keizerstraat
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6  Normo Coffee is the kind of coffee bar where everything looks and feels just 
right: the vintage amalgam of furniture which makes the cosy interior feel like 
home, the laidback ambience and, above all, the fragrance of the beans they 
roast which they use to brew their flavoursome coffee.
minderbroedersrui 30, www.normocoffee.be, phone 0495657243, open Mon-Sat 

8.30 am-5 pm, price of a coffee € 5, tram 7 keizerstraat

7  Nicolaas Rockox was a mayor of Antwerp and a passionate art collector. In 
1603, he and his wife Adriana Perez moved into the city palace which has since 
been integrated in Snijders&Rockox House. In 1622, the painter Frans Snijders 
and his wife moved into the elegant upscale townhouse next door. The two 
houses have since been combined into a museum where you can discover art 
from the era of Snijders and Rockox. In addition to the permanent collection, the 
museum also hosts regular temporary exhibitions.
keizerstraat 12, www.snijdersrockoxhuis.be, phone 032019250, open Tue-Sun 10 

am-5 pm, admission € 10, tram 7 keizerstraat

8  There’s always something going on in Hoogstraat. Many of the shops are 
also open on Sunday. From sushi to world cuisine, a cowboy store and a zero-
waste shop (Robuust): you’ll never be bored here. Put together an eclectic outfit 
here or find a seat on a terrace to indulge in some people-watching as the locals 
walk past.
hoogstraat, tram 3, 4, 5, 9, 15 groenplaats

9  Galerie De Zwarte Panter always succeeds in organising the kind of 
exhibition that compels you to stop and look in. Do walk in and take a look at the 
paintings or sculptures. The gallery is open to everyone.
hoogstraat 70-74, www.dezwartepanter.com, phone 032331345, open Thu-Sun 1.30 

pm-6 pm and on appointment, tram 3, 4, 5, 9, 15 groenplaats

10  Studio Collect is the work of four power women, Magaly, Hannah, Saskia 
and Hermien, who are all graduates of the Royal Academy of Fine Arts Antwerp. 
They mainly design timeless jewellery, which perfectly capture Antwerp’s 
creative spirit. All their creations are made in a local workshop in Borgerhout.
steenhouwersvest 13, www.studiocollect.com, phone 032138051, open Mon & 
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Wed-Sat 11 am-6 pm, tram 3, 4, 5, 9, 15 groenplaats

11  Everything is 100% cruelty-free at Marvin, the latest lunch bar to open its 
doors in Vrijdagmarkt. The dishes on the menu are vegan, tasty, and made with 
local and seasonal ingredients. Weather permitting, they are also open on 
Sunday. Tip: follow them on Instagram (@marvin_earth) for some mouthwatering 
pics of the dishes on the menu.
vrijdagmarkt 5, www.marvin-vegan.com, phone 0475609980, open Thu-Sat 12 pm-4 

pm, Sun on nice weather days, tram 3, 4, 5, 9, 15 groenplaats

12  After a thorough renovation in the 1980s, Het Modepaleis rose like a phoenix 
from its ashes, looking more resplendent than ever. Thanks to Belgian fashion 
designer Dries van Noten, the original façade and interior have been preserved. 
Many people love to stop at the shop and admire the enchanting window 
displays, which change in sync with the seasons. The place to shop in style for 
beautiful clothes.
nationalestraat 16, www.driesvannoten.be, phone 034702510, open Mon-Sat 10 am-

6.30 pm, tram 3, 4, 5, 9, 15 groenplaats

13  You'll feel your heart skip a beat when you step into tiny Morrison, where 
they sell trendy, woollen Shetland jumpers, for men and women, which the 
owners (two brothers) produce in Ireland and Scotland to their own designs. In 
addition to the jumpers, they also sell other brands and stuff including shoes, 
bags, Stutterheim raincoats, socks and scarves.
nationalestraat 20, www.morrison.be, phone 033221851, open Mon-Sat 11 am-6.30 

pm, tram 3, 4, 5, 9, 15 groenplaats

14  Fashionistas should definitely visit the MoMu (Fashion Museum). In addition 
to the temporary exhibitions, the museum now also has a permanent display of 
Belgian avant-garde and international fashion. The presentation changes regularly 
because MoMu has an astonishing permanent collection of 33,000 items. 
Antwerp’s famous Fashion Academy is also located in this building. Don’t forget 
to browse the amazing collection of books at Copyright when you arrive or leave. 
nationalestraat 28, www.momu.be, phone 034702770, open Tue-Sun 10 am-6 pm, 

admission € 12, tram 3, 4, 5, 9, 15 groenplaats
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15  F.A.A.M. sells trendy, sustainable and ecological apparel for men and women. 
The shop combines several own clothing brands under one roof, which were all 
designed by creative agency Green Queens. The fabrics and clothes are all 
produced locally. Buy a new outfit here and you can be sure that the print is 
unique and that everything you’re wearing was ethically produced.
nationalestraat 75, www.faamstore.com, phone 032267679, open Tue-Sat 11 am-6 

pm, tram 4 sint-andries

16  Think Twice is the second-hand shop that locals head to when they are 
looking for something original. Here they have something to suit everyone’ taste, 
including unique vintage pieces and a selection of good-quality pre-loved clothing. 
Think Twice strongly believes in diversity and sustainability and donates to charity 
each year. On T-2 days, prices drop and you may even be able to snap up a 
bargain for 1 euro!
nationalestraat 81, thinktwice-secondhand.be, phone 0470132581, open Mon-Sat 10 

am-6 pm, Sun 12 pm-6 pm, tram 4 sint-andries

17  In the old days, people used the bootscrapers in façades to scrape the mud 
and grime off their shoes. They were especially popular in the early 20th century 
and can be found on most stately townhouses in the city. Once doormats 
became popular, people all but forgot about them. Until artist Elke Lemmens 
decided to give them a new lease of life and install tiny miniature artworks in 
them. Look for the bootscraper in Aalmoezenierstraat and the tiny, 
enchanting artwork in it.
aalmoezenierstraat 77, fb verwonderendevoetschrapers, tram 4, 7 mechelseplein

18  Trendy Kaffeenini is a good place for a nice breakfast in the Fashion District. 
They serve all kinds of bagels with funky names such as 'Bill B' and 'Popeye'. 
Not your cup of tea? Other items on the menu include sandwiches, yoghurt and 
granola, or an omelette.
nationalestraat 114a, www.kaffeenini.be, phone 032318357, open Mon-Sat 9 am-6 

pm, Sun 9 am-5 pm, price of a bagel € 8, tram 4 tropisch instituut

19  Brunch, lunch and sharing pizzas with live music in the background? St. 

Simonne has it all and more. The people at this trendy neighbourhood café in 
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cosy Sint-Andries square are very representative of this working-class neighbour-
hood. No fuss, no frills, everybody is welcome. They even sell bread! At the 
other end of the square you’ll find café Beestenbos. Time for a pub crawl? 
sint-andriesplaats 6, fb st.simonne, phone 0497399929, open daily 11 am-5 pm, price 

of a brunch € 12.50, tram 4 sint-andries

20  One shop that really stands out on Antwerp’s Kloosterstraat is The 

Recollection. In addition to selling skincare products by Grown Alchemist and 
Aesop, they also have a nice selection of furniture by Pieter Hein Eek and Jars 
dinnerware. Other interesting goodies to snap up: the most beautiful house 
plants and coffee table books. Occasionally they also exhibit work in their gallery. 
Be warned, however: you'll find it almost impossible to walk out empty-handed!
kloosterstraat 54, www.therecollection.com, phone 032573614, open Wed-Sat 10.30 

am-6.30 pm, Sun 12 pm-6 pm, tram 4 sint-andries

21  You can spend hours browsing the antiques shops on Kloosterstraat. 
Eclectic interiors, real antiques and unique ornaments for your Christmas tree: 
they sell almost everything here. Visit Birgitte Rikers Antiques, Akanthos Ancient 
Art and Christel Dauwe Antiques & Ornaments. Even better: the shops in 
Kloosterstraat are also open on Sunday.
kloosterstraat, www.kloosterstraat.com, tram 4 sint-andries

22  Huis Van Roosmalen, on the corner of Sint-Michielskaai and Goedehoop-
straat, was designed in 1985 by Belgian architect bOb van Reeth. The post-
modernist city villa paved the way for a new type of architecture and an upgrade 
of the run-down Scheldt quays, which soon transformed into a residential 
neighbourhood. The distinctive, black and white building has become an iconic 
landmark in Antwerp, along with the Zuiderterras (now home to a restaurant 
called RAS), which was also designed by Van Reeth.
goedehoopstraat 1, tram 4 tropisch instituut

23  An evening at Staff's Kantine, which was named after the son of chef Tom, 
feels like coming home: the menu is like a checklist of the kind of dishes your 
gran would cook for you. The interior with its vintage furniture, candles on the 
table, and soft muted light only adds to the cosy, welcoming atmosphere. 
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Highly recommended for an inspiring evening.
graaf van egmontstraat 19, fb staffskantine, phone 032936381, open Tue-Sat 6 pm-10 

pm, price € 20, tram 4 tropisch instituut

24  Fashion house Ann Demeulemeester is one of the leading lights of 
Antwerp’s fashion world. In this shop clothes resemble art and the presentation 
is equally artful. The designs are given all the space and attention they deserve 
in this stunning building, in which you could almost get lost.
leopold de waelplaats 3, www.anndemeulemeester.be, phone 032160133, open 

Mon-Sat 10.30 am-6.30 pm, tram 4 museum

25  Long before collecting skeletons, butterflies and corals was a hype, those in 
the know had already found their way to amazing Steen en Been and its 
collection of petrified naturalia. The owner is really nice and is happy to share 
facts about the animals and minerals he sells. The window display is always 
worth a look, but do pop in to find an interesting or imposing addition to your 
interior. 
volkstraat 59, www.steenenbeen.be, phone 032372522, open Tue & Thu-Sat 11 am-6 

pm, tram 4 museum

26  Multibrand store Enes sells beautiful clothes (from Belgian and international 
brands) as well as skincare products, fragrances, books and accessories. They 
also have a bar, a patio and three guest rooms. The perfect place to spend the 
night in trendy Zuid. The architect Gert Voorjans transformed the interior of this 
townhouse into a real gem.
volkstraat 58, www.enes.be, phone 032274693, open Mon 11 am-6 pm, Wed-Thu 10 

am-6 pm, Fri-Sat 10 am-6.30 pm, Sun 1 pm-6 pm, tram 4 museum

27  Cosy Marnixplaats, a square where the terraces are always heaving with 
people, is home to several nice restaurants such as Fiskebar, Takumi and TIO, as 
well as popular cafés like Café Baron and Vitrin. There’s always something going 
on here, from early morning till late at night. Experiencing the ambience and 
watching the sun set and the sky change colour above the stunning square is a 
real must.
marnixplaats, tram 4 museum
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28  Walk around the Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp and your gaze will inevitably 
be drawn to an Art Nouveau house called The Five Continents. Can you spot 
the ship’s bow protruding from the façade of this small corner building? The 
locals call this house Het Bootje or the Little Boat. The man for whom this 
house was built specialised in wooden boat repairs.
corner house schildersstraat 2, closed to the public, tram 1, 10 bres, 4 museum

29  The imposing building of the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp (KMSKA) 
commands respect, which is entirely justified as it is home to works by some of 
the finest painters of the Low Countries. While the museum is currently closed, 
the collection is on loan to other institutions and is travelling. On hot summer’s 
evenings, the locals meet on the stairs in front of the building. The perfect spot 
to admire the artist Cristina Iglesias’s Deep Fountain, as it slowly fills and empties 
in an hour-long cycle. 
leopold de waelplaats 2, www.kmska.be, phone 032249550, see website for 

programme, tram 4 museum

30  A fixture in Antwerp’s Zuid district for over 30 years: Café Hopper. Jazz fans 
love this place. They regularly host concerts here and it’s also a good place to spot 
famous Antwerpians.
leopold de waelstraat 2, www.cafehopper.be, phone 032484933, open Mon-Tue 3 

pm-11 pm, Wed-Sun 11 am-11 pm, price of a drink € 4, tram 4 museum

31  Bar Burbure in Zuid district is a great place for pre-dinner drinks. Owner Jurgen 
Lijcops dreamt of opening the kind of bar you’d expect to find on the streets of 
London, Milan or New York. Expect a stylish interior, perfectly mixed drinks and 
free finger food during the early evening hours. Definitely worth it!
vlaamsekaai 41, www.barburbure.be, open Tue-Sat 4 pm-22 pm, price of a cocktail € 

15, tram 4 museum

32  The bread, the cakes and the water ices: the owner Tine makes them all 
herself from scratch. Your order is prepared on the spot. As a result, you may 
be in for a bit of a wait at Tinsel, but at least you can be sure that everything is 
super-fresh. Sit down to a breakfast of pancakes with blueberries or yoghurt with 
home-made granola. At lunch, they serve large sandwiches and tasty salads or 
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quiche. Tinsel has a nice terrace, where you can spend the afternoon chatting 
away.
vlaamsekaai 40, www.tinsel.be, open Mon & Wed-Fri 8.30 am-5 pm, Sat-Sun 9 am-5 

pm, price of a sandwich € 10.80, tram 4 museum

33  The Museum of Contemporary Art Antwerp (Museum van Hedendaagse 
Kunst Antwerpen, M HKA) exhibits art from the 1970s to the present day. They 
regularly host temporary exhibitions, of photos, music, sculptures, and even radio 
plays. You name it, and M HKA has it. The rooftop terrace is open all year round 
and is a great place for drinks. The view is amazing!
leuvenstraat 32, www.muhka.be, phone 032609999, open Tue-Sun 11 am-6 pm, 

admission € 12, tram 4 museum

34  The FOMU (Photo Museum Antwerpen) is one of Antwerp’s most beautiful 
museums, where you can see work by well-known and lesser-known photo grap-
hers. The surprising exhibitions zoom in on art photography, press photography 
and even crime photography!
waalsekaai 47, www.fomu.be, phone 032429300, open Tue-Sun 10 am-6 pm, 

admission € 10, tram 4 pacificatie

35  Gallery Sofie Van de Velde has brought art with a capital A to Nieuw Zuid. 
This enterprising art gallery participates in art fairs and exhibitions around the 
world, elevating the works of the artists it represents to a higher level thanks to 
its strong international network. If you’re up for some innovative art (installations), 
you may want to pop in for a visit. Don’t forget to check out PLUS-ONE gallery, 
with whom they share the building.
léon stynenstraat 21, sofievandevelde.be, phone 0478184621, open Tue-Sun 1 pm-6 

pm, tram 4 pacificatie

36  Tim Van Laere Gallery opened its doors 1997 in Antwerp and relocated to 
Nieuw-Zuid in 2019. The gallery hosts six exhibitions each year, often in 
collaboration with museums and other art institutions. Here you can enjoy all 
kinds of art forms, from sculpture and painting, to photography, video and 
installation art. The gallery has a solid national and international reputation.
jos smolderenstraat 50, www.timvanlaeregallery.com, phone 032571417, open Tue-Sat 
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1 pm-6 pm, tram 1, 4 bolivarplaats

37  An Antwerp forty-something decided he wanted to take his life into a new 
direction and headed to Italy to learn how to make gelato. A few months later, 
Gelato Factory opened its doors in Antwerp’s Zuid. You can really taste the 
passion for craftsmanship and fresh products in their gelato. The perfect place for 
a break on your walk through the city. Do you prefer a healthier option? Cross the 
street to Jus Jus where you can pick up a slow pressed juice (www.jusjus.be).
verschansingstraat 57, www.gelatofactory.be, phone 0473815333, open daily 2 pm-

11 pm, price of an ice-cream € 4, tram 1 montigny, tram 4 museum

38  Barista Dave travelled around the world working in coffee bars far and wide. 
He finally ended up opening his own near Antwerp’s Law Courts. He turned an 
old butcher’s shop into a coffee bar, called it Butchers Coffee and the rest is 
history. You’ll definitely be blown away by the inventive dishes and delicious 
coffee that find their way to your table. Definitely one of the trendiest places 
for lunch in Antwerp.
kasteelstraat 57, butcherscoffee.be, phone 033349193, open Mon-Fri 8 am-4 pm, Sat-

Sun 9 am-5 pm, price of a coffee € 3, tram 1, montigny
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time to momo 

Discovering a new city: we love it! Sleeping in a nice 

hotel, visiting a superb museum, enjoying good food, 

drinks in a local bar. And heading back home feeling as if 

you have briefly lived in Lisbon, Antwerp or Milan. At time 

to momo, local authors share the real highlights of their 

city, because they love it so passionately. Ensuring you 

avoid tourists and explore the city like a local, while seeing 

some of the sights as you go.

https://www.timetomomo.com/nl/apps/

